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Background Information about the Speakers

Muquim Ahmad

Chairman of BBCC
Chairman of Milfa Group 

One of the outstanding success stories in Asian Business in the U.K. in the last 25 years. One of the few Asian entrepreneurs to achieve certified millionaire status by the age of 26 and was featured in the 'Britain's Richest Asian 200' in 1999. He came to the UK in 1974 to study engineering at the South London College but his natural intelligence and entrepreneurial skills allowed him to move into the commercial world by launching an electrical distribution business. His ongoing success is a result of a structured diversification into banking, travel, a chain of contemporary and highly popular restaurants as well as publishing and property development. Extremely active in a wide range of community and charitable initiatives and projects. Succeeded to the Chair of Chamber for second consecutive term. Has worked extensively since to ensure the continuity of the board.

Areas of Interest Import/export, electronic equipment hospitality

www.cafenaz.co.uk
S M Anwar Hossain, B.Sc. Engg. (Civil), fie
Regional President - Bangladesh - BBCC

Chairman - Advanced Development Technologies Ltd.
Executive Committee Member - REHAB
Started his career as civil engineer with the Water Development Board, Ministry of Water Resource Government of Bangladesh, the largest engineering organization in 1975. He kept in touch with civil engineering firms in African countries and Middle East for over 8 years for the construction of real estate projects. He was concurrently associated with Tropical Consultant Ltd, a reputed engineering consulting company where he headed a large team of Engineers for the construction of national level landmark projects in Bangladesh. Established Advanced Development Technologies Ltd as one of the leading real estate developers in the country for its high standards and quality control. He has also set up a ready-mix concrete batching plant at Dhaka with modern technology from UK, deemed to be first of its kind in Bangladesh.  A Fellow of Institute of Engineers in Bangladesh, Executive Committee Member of REHAB and holder of a number of responsible positions in connection with socio-economic development activities in Bangladesh. He has intensified his efforts for spreading the BBCC's activities particularly in Bangladesh and has done everything possible on his part to accelerate the proposed development structure.
Areas of Interest Construction. Hospitality profession, Politics, Charitable and Community Initiatives, Social and Economic development.
His Excellency A H Mofazzal Karim

High Commissioner of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh to the Court of St James

Mr Karim has an extensive, international background, having read at universities in Bangladesh and Australia as well as Harvard, USA.  He has a wide range of experience, having first lectured in English language and literature before joining the Civil Service of Pakistan where his departments included the Ministries of Agriculture, Textiles, Fisheries and Livestock, Shipping, Imports and Exports and Finance.   He received his most recent appointment, as High Commissioner, in 2002 and has just taken up the post at the beginning of 2004.  He is also a poet and author, having written seven books of verses and several volumes of essays, and received many awards for his literary works.   He is the National Commissioner of the Bangladesh Scouts and has been Vice President of the Bangladeshi Football Federation for neatly two decades.
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Baroness Uddin

Baroness Uddin was born in Bangladesh and brought up in London. She began her political activism in Tower Hamlets and has led many community development initiatives since. Throughout the last two decades her primary focus has been on human rights and equal opportunity, with emphasis principally being placed upon championing women and children, including the establishment of the Jagonari Centre (the first purpose built women’s education and training centre in the country). 

Baroness Uddin entered Labour politics before she was twenty years of age, and before the age of thirty became the first Bangladeshi woman councillor, elected to the Tower Hamlets Council. She was the deputy leader of the Council for two years, serving on policy, finance, education and social services. 

When Baroness Uddin was elevated to the peerage by the Prime Minister in 1998, she was the youngest woman on the government benches.  Since entering the House of Lords Baroness Uddin has continued to work in the area of human rights, equal opportunity, local government, and continues to act as an advisor to various government departments, whilst also working closely with particularly the Asian and Middle East countries. She also acts as an independent consultant, and has continued to initiate more projects, giving greater opportunity for people to access Parliament. More recently, Baroness Uddin has specifically focused on ‘Women’s Voice’, which encourages women’s participation and contribution in all aspects of life. Women’s Voice is a working development towards the concept of ‘Global Voice’, which aims to mobilise and facilitate the voices of different socially disadvantaged groups.

Baroness Uddin has been a member of the Select Committee on European Affairs, and a member of the All Party Group on Children, Disability, Corporate Social Responsibility, Afghanistan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Kuwait, Qatar and Saudi Arabia. She has served on several Home Office working groups, and is part of the advisory group of the European project on identity and data gathering. She has served on the Board of Directors for Oxford Brooks University and City University. 

www.baronessuddin.com

Dr Wali Tasar Uddin, MBE, JP 

Director General BBCC & Co-ordinator of Expo 05

Appointed Honorary Consul-General for the People’s Republic of Bangladesh in Scotland – the country’s first Honorary Consul appointment – from 1993–1998 and again in May 2002.    

Dr Uddin moved to UK from Moulvibazar in Bangladesh in 1967 and to Edinburgh in 1976.  Since then he has built up a very successful chain of restaurants and other business interests, not to mention involvement in a wide range of charitable and voluntary organisations, and is a consultant in the restaurant and travel trade sectors.  He is Chairman of the Commonwealth Society in Edinburgh, Director-General of the BBCC-UK and was awarded Young Scot of the Year 1993 by the Junior Chamber of Commerce International.   He was the first Bangladeshi to be made a Justice of the Peace in Scotland in 1984 and was awarded an MBE in 1995 in recognition of his services to race relations.

He is a founding director of Edinburgh Mela (now in its 11th year) and has been a key player in establishing the innovative Bangla Scot Foundation as well as organising the Bangladesh Flood Victim Appeal Fund Scotland and Bangladesh Cyclone Disaster Appeal Fund.

Hon Consul-General - Bangladesh in Scot 1993-98 and 2002 

Chairman and Chief  Executive - Universal Koba Corp Ltd; Britannia Spice Scotland Ltd 2000; Frontline International Air Services UK Ltd 1997
Chairman - Council of Bangladeshis in Scotland, Bangla Scot Foundation 2005, University of East London Business School Advisory Board 2004; Commonwealth Society Edinburgh; Ethnic Enterprise Centre Edinburgh

Founder and Chairman - Bangladesh Samity (Assoc) Edinburgh

Director - Edinburgh Mela (Asian Festival) Ltd (founding director); Edinburgh Chamber of Commerce 2002; Sylhet Woman’s Medical College Hospital 2005
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Bangladesh-British Chamber of Commerce (BBCC) 

Established in December, 1991 to promote, protect and strengthen bi-lateral trade and commerce between Bangladesh and the United Kingdom and between these two countries and the members of the European Economic Community.     The BBCC also promotes investment, joint ventures and networking amongst traders and investors in Bangladesh and the UK.

www.BBCC.org.uk
Cairn Energy

Platinum sponsor of Expo 05

Cairn Energy PLC is an independent, public oil and gas exploration and production company based in Edinburgh, Scotland and quoted on the London Stock Exchange. 


Cairn's strategy is to establish commercial reserves from strategic positions in high potential exploration plays in order to create and deliver shareholder value. In the implementation of this strategy, the Group focuses on material positions that are capable of providing significant growth through exploration. This focus has been further defined by concentrating on the geographic region of South Asia, where the Group holds material exploration and production positions in both west and east India and in Bangladesh.  Cairn encourages innovation and teamwork as key values in the process
www.cairn-energy.plc.uk
Ethical Fashion Forum UK

In April 2005, representatives of the Ethical Fashion Forum UK, a network of values-led fashion designers and businesses based in the UK, established that there are many opportunities for businesses and designers in the UK and Bangladesh to link up, particularly in the designer fashion and fair trade sectors.  In collaboration with the BBCC-UK, the EFFUK will be organising a high profile catwalk show at Expo Bangladesh 2005. Timed in the lead up to London Fashion Week, this will take full advantage of opportunities to involve press and international buyers.

A taster of this show will be given at the Press Launch for Expo Bangladesh, with outfits by well known and emerging designers being showcased. The work of both Bangladeshi designers and businesses, and UK designers and businesses working directly with Bangladeshi designers, artisans, and fair trade groups, will be represented.

Find out more on http://groups.yahoo.com/group/BangladeshDesignandFashionForum/
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