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PRESS RELEASE


London Mayor supports Expo 05


I hope London businesses will use this opportunity to familiarise themselves with what Bangladesh has to offer and vice versa… I wish the Expo Bangladesh 2005 every success.  


Ken Livingstone, Mayor of London





The press launch for Expo Bangladesh 05 - The UK’s first single-country exhibition of Bangladeshi products, took place on Tue 24 May. 





Organised by the Bangladesh British Chamber of Commerce (BBCC-UK) and Bangladesh Export Promotions Bureau (EPB), Expo 05 promises to be an important, exciting and innovative showcase for Bangladeshi products, manufacturers and talents.





Speakers at the launch were:


His Excellency A H Mofazzal Karim - the High Commissioner of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh


Baroness Uddin - the House of Lords


Peter Fowler – international advisor to Cairn Energy (sponsors of Expo 05)


Muquim Ahmed, S M Anwar Hossain and  Dr Wali Uddin, MBE, JP of Bangladesh British Chamber of Commerce, UK





A Partnership for Progress, the slogan for Expo 2005, reflects the ambition of the event.  There will be 80 stalls – including participating companies from Bangladesh and UK-based organisations with an interest in Bangladesh’s export trade and those of non-resident Bangladeshi business people living in the UK.   





Products include traditional Bangladeshi industries - ready made garments, ceramics, leather, food, handicrafts and furniture - as well as newer products like plastics, metal, pharmaceuticals, fashion, print & design, media and travel.   There will be a number of associations and charitable organisations, including Fair Trade and Women Entrepreneurs Association of Bangladesh, and an ambitious and challenging series of seminars on trade and related subjects running alongside the trade stands. Over 10,000 people are expected to attend.





The launch finished with a performance by Ethical Fashion Forum UK with 15 models in a dynamic and colourful display showcasing designs and fabrics from Expo 05 exhibitors, including People Tree and Aarong, London, with designs ranging from contemporary to traditional.





In collaboration with the BBCC-UK, the Ethical Fashion Forum UK will be organising a high profile catwalk show at Expo Bangladesh 2005, timed for the lead up to London Fashion Week.  The show will feature outfits by well known and emerging designers - both Bangladeshi designers and businesses, and UK designers and businesses working directly with Bangladeshi designers, artisans, and fair trade groups, will be represented.





For more information, interviews, photographs etc please contact:


Morag Neil (Melange Network)


Tel 00 44 (0) 131 557 5918         Mobile 00 44 (0)771 288 0965


email moragneil@blueyonder.co.uk


online info at www.bbcc.org.uk 		 www.melange.org.uk
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Expo Bangladesh 2005 - Press Launch – 24 May 2005





Summary of key points by the main speakers:





The outside world may have a perception of Bangladesh based on dramatic media coverage of natural disasters, but it is in fact rapidly developing as a modern economy, with increasing life expectancy and quality of life for its citizens and a wide and increasingly diverse range of industry, manufacturing and services in the export market.





UK companies such as Tesco, Walmart and Debenhams already have established trade links with traditional Bangladesh industries like              ready-to-wear garments.  Expo Bangladesh 05 is a wonderful opportunity for UK businesses and buyers to get familiar with the wider range of products and services that are available in modern Bangladesh.  





His Excellency A H Mofazzal Karim 


High Commissioner of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh


Expo Bangladesh 2005 is not about any one particular group or organisation.  It is about collaboration and joining together to ensure that the event is as successful as it can be, in showcasing Bangladeshi products in the UK and Europe.








Baroness Uddin 


The House of Lords


It is vital to use this to highlight the importance of Fair Trade principles.  It should be an opportunity to engage in dialogue on the subject with the “big boys” of business and industry.  Business sectors are very often based on the great tenacity of the women on the bottom layer. I hope that both Tony Blair and Gordon Brown will come along and give their support to this important event. 








Peter Fowler 


International Advisor to Cairn Energy (platinum sponsors of the event)


This Expo is about investment opportunities as well as about trade. Cairn is committed to the long haul in Bangladesh and South Asia. The company recognises the vital importance of working in partnership with local economies.








Tamsin Lejeune –


Ethical Fashion Forum UK


This is an inspiring time for fashion and design, with people emerging from the fashion schools who are interested in background and motivated by promoting ethical values.
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